
STUDENT NAME:_____________________________________________   Sen/iCon Per #_______ 
 

VIDEO PARODY SONGS Rubric--for Groups OR Individuals 
 Excellent (3) Good (2) Average (1) Poor (0) 

Project 
Selection 

Form 
Turned in 

Form was completely 
filled out and turned in 
on the date due 

Form was complete but 
turned in 1 day late 

Form was turned in 
more than 1 day late OR 
was incomplete 

Form was either 
turned in more 
than 1 day late OR 
was mostly 
incomplete 

Project 
Selection 

Form Signed 

Form was signed by a 
parent and submitted 
on time 

Form was submitted with a 
parent signature 1 day late 

Form submitted with a 
parent signature but was 
more than 1 day late 

Form was never 
submitted with a 
parent signature 

Introduction 
Quality 

Intro was well-written, 
creative, and captured 
the spirit of the 
American Revolution. 
All students involved 
are named. 

Introduction was 
well-written and included 
names of all students 
involved.  It does not 
incorporate references to 
the American Revolution. 

Intro included a name for 
the group or individual 
but had no description, 
or description was so 
limited it provided no 
substantive description 

No introduction 
was submitted 

Quality of 
Performance 

The finished product 
tells a cohesive story. It 
is clear that the 
students worked to 
create props & 
choreography to assist 
in telling the story. Use 
of props & choreo. 
indicates the group 
rehearsed to ensure 
that props & movement 
were planned. 

The finished product tells a 
mostly cohesive story. 
The students worked to 
create props and 
choreography to assist in 
the telling of the story. 
While the use of props and 
choreography was clearly 
rehearsed, at times they do 
not help further the 
audience’s understanding 
of the American Revolution. 

The students have props 
or movement, but the 
ones used have no 
connection to the 
story--they do not help 
the audience to 
understand the 
American Revolution. 

There are no 
props/no planned 
movement in the 
song; group 
members are 
basically standing 
next to each other 
singing with no 
objects or 
movement used to 
help tell the story. 

Evidence of 
Preparation 

It is clear this song was 
carefully rehearsed; 
any mistakes do not 
impede the 
understanding of the 
song; there is no 
giggling/major pauses 
to determine “what 
happens next.”  Scripts 
may be quickly 
consulted but are not 
read the entire time. 

Evidence of rehearsal is 
apparent; several group 
members appear very 
dependant on script but are 
able to keep in tune and in 
time with one another and 
with the song.  Some 
giggling may take place 
which distracts from the 
meaning and content of the 
song. 

The group (or individual) 
has a script but it 
appears many have 
never seen it before or 
have practiced so little 
that they are completely 
dependant on script; 
Group or individual is 
unable to keep in time 
with one another or with 
the song 

It appears the 
group (or 
individual) is 
making up the 
song on the spot 
or is unable to 
make it through 
the end of the 
song. 

Appropriate 
Props/ 

Visuals are 
Used 

Props & visuals 
considerably add to the 
understanding of the 
history as presented in 
the song.  Props are 
neat, historically 
accurate, & used by 
members of the group 
effectively 

Props and visuals are used 
and somewhat add to the 
understanding of the 
history as presented in the 
song.  Props are neat, 
historically accurate, and 
used by members of the 
group effectively. 

Props & visuals are used 
and somewhat add to 
the understanding of the 
history as presented in 
the song.  Props are 
messy, not historically 
accurate, and/or used by 
the members of the 
group ineffectively. 

No props or 
visuals are 
included. 



Subtitles Your video contains 
clear, accurate 
subtitles showing the 
lyrics of your song. 
The subtitles are 
spelled correctly and 
are grammatically 
correct. 

Your video contains clear, 
accurate subtitles showing 
the lyrics of your song.  The 
subtitles are mostly spelled 
correctly and are mostly 
grammatically correct. 

Your video contains 
subtitles, but they are 
not aligned with the 
lyrics being sung in the 
video or contain so 
many spelling or 
grammatical errors as to 
make it difficult to 
understand. 

No subtitles are 
included or they 
are not included on 
the entire video. 

Rough Draft 
of Script 
Turned in 

The group (or 
individual) ROUGH 
DRAFT of the script is 
turned in ON THE 
DATE DUE. The 5 
words to be assessed 
are highlighted.  The 
song  and topic are 
consistent with what 
was indicated on the 
project selection sheet. 
  

The group (or individual) 
ROUGH DRAFT of the 
script is turned in ON THE 
DATE DUE. The 5 words to 
be assessed are NOT 
highlighted.  The song  and 
topic are consistent with 
what was indicated on the 
project selection sheet. 

The group (or individual) 
ROUGH DRAFT of the 
script is turned in 1 day 
late. *OR* There are 
fewer than 5 words to be 
assessed. *OR*  The 
song  and topic are NOT 
consistent with what was 
indicated on the project 
selection sheet. 

Rough draft is 
turned in more 
than 1 day late. 
*OR* 
Rough draft 
contains so little 
information or 
required words 
that it is difficult for 
the teacher to 
provide feedback 

Introduction 
Form 

Turned in 

Introduction was 
submitted on the form 
provided. It was turned 
in on the date due. 

Group form was turned in 
one day late OR was not 
submitted on the required 
form and had to be 
rewritten 

Group introduction was 
turned in more than 1 
day late or was never 
rewritten on appropriate 
form 
 

Group never 
turned in 
introduction 

Typed 
FINAL and 

ROUGH 
DRAFT of 

Script 
Turned In  

A typed script is 
submitted.  The script 
includes the names of 
all group members and 
all 5 required terms are 
highlighted.  The 
scored rough draft is 
attached behind the 
final draft. 
 

A typed script is submitted. 
It may be missing the 
names of all group 
members, or all 5 terms are 
not highlighted.  The 
scored rough draft is 
attached to the back. 

A script is turned in, but 
it is not typed.  It may 
not have all 5 terms 
highlighted or 
underlined. 
*OR* The typed script is 
turned in but no rough 
draft is attached. 

No final draft is 
submitted or only 
rough draft is 
submitted. 

Use of a 
Parody 
Song  

The parody song 
clearly relates to the 
original song that was 
chosen.  The melody is 
the same and care was 
taken to match the 
rhythm.  The listener is 
left with no question as 
to what song is being 
parodied.  

The parody song 
somewhat relates to the 
original song that was 
chosen. The melody and 
rhythm sometimes match 
the song and are lost at 
other times. Most of the 
time the listener can 
identify the song that is 
being parodied. 
 

The parody song loosely 
relates to the original 
song that was chosen. 
At times the listener can 
identify the song that is 
being parodied. 

The song is not 
connected to 
another song, or 
the listener is 
unable to identify 
the song to which 
the parody relates. 



Cooperation 
of Group 

(N/A if 
working 
indepen- 
dently) 

Group uses all time 
given in class wisely. 
No students in the 
group fail to work while 
others are working. 
There is no evidence of 
group members who 
did not contribute 
outside of school. 

Group uses most of the 
time given in class wisely. 
Occasionally there are 
group members who are 
not participating.  Everyone 
in the group completed the 
necessary outside of 
school work. 

Group works well during 
the time given in class, 
however it does not 
appear that all students 
participated in 
completing the 
necessary work outside 
of school. 

The group 
members did not 
work together; 
members argue or 
act like completely 
separate units; no 
evidence of a 
collaborative effort 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 1 Used 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

The required term is 
mentioned in the song 
and there is enough 
supportive detail to 
help the audience 
understand the 
meaning and context of 
that term during the 
American Revolution 
(see example provided) 
 

The term is used and while 
there is explanation, it does 
not help the audience to 
understand anything 
substantive about that 
term’s connection to the 
revolution (see example 
provided)) 

The term is used; there 
is so little explanation 
that it offers no 
information about the 
term; OR information 
provided is either 
inaccurate or irrelevant 
to the topic (see 
example provided) 

No term is used or 
no term is written 
on the rubric to 
indicate what 
should be graded. 

Term 2 Used 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

The required term is 
mentioned in the song 
and there is enough 
supportive detail to 
help the audience 
understand the 
meaning and context of 
that term during the 
American Revolution 
 
 

The term is used and while 
there is explanation, it does 
not help the audience to 
understand anything 
substantive about that 
term’s connection to the 
revolution 

The term is used; there 
is so little explanation 
that it offers no 
information about the 
term; OR information 
provided is either 
inaccurate or irrelevant 
to the topic 

No term is used or 
no term is written 
on the rubric to 
indicate what 
should be graded. 

Term 3 
 Used 

 
__________ 

 
__________ 

The required term is 
mentioned in the song 
and there is enough 
supportive detail to 
help the audience 
understand the 
meaning and context of 
that term during the 
American Revolution 
 
 

The term is used and while 
there is explanation, it does 
not help the audience to 
understand anything 
substantive about that 
term’s connection to the 
revolution 

The term is used; there 
is so little explanation 
that it offers no 
information about the 
term; OR information 
provided is either 
inaccurate or irrelevant 
to the topic 

No term is used or 
no term is written 
on the rubric to 
indicate what 
should be graded. 



Term 4 Used 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

The required term is 
mentioned in the song 
and there is enough 
supportive detail to 
help the audience 
understand the 
meaning and context of 
that term during the 
American Revolution 
 
 

The term is used and while 
there is explanation, it does 
not help the audience to 
understand anything 
substantive about that 
term’s connection to the 
revolution 

The term is used; there 
is so little explanation 
that it offers no 
information about the 
term; OR information 
provided is either 
inaccurate or irrelevant 
to the topic 

No term is used or 
no term is written 
on the rubric to 
indicate what 
should be graded. 

Term 5 Used 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

The required term is 
mentioned in the song 
and there is enough 
supportive detail so the 
audience understands 
the meaning and 
context of that term 
during the American 
Revolution 
 

The term is used and while 
there is explanation, it does 
not help the audience to 
understand anything 
substantive about that 
term’s connection to the 
revolution 

The term is used; there 
is so little explanation 
that it offers no 
information about the 
term; OR information 
provided is either 
inaccurate or irrelevant 
to the topic 

No term is used or 
no term is written 
on the rubric to 
indicate what 
should be graded. 

Accuracy of 
Information 
Presented 

All information is 
accurate.  There is no 
misinformation 
presented.  It is clear 
that the group clearly 
researched the 
information they are 
including in the song. 

While the majority of 
information presented is 
accurate, there are a 
couple minor factual errors, 
or the explanations 
provided are vague in a 
way that the audience 
could misunderstand 
aspects of the Revolution  
 
 

There are numerous 
errors in the song which 
hamper a clear portrayal 
of the American 
Revolution 

There are so many 
factual errors that 
the song could not 
be used as a 
resource to teach 
others about the 
American 
Revolution 

Notes 
during 

Student 
Presen- 
tations 

Student evaluated 
each presentation. 
Explanations for the 
scores were thoughtful, 
followed the model 
provided, and helped to 
explain the score 
provided. Student put 
effort into scoring each 
group individually, 
which is reflected in 
varying scores. 
Handwriting was 
legible. 

Student notes were 
submitted, but the 
explanations lacked the 
detail expected (see 
model).  

Student notes were 
submitted, however one 
or more of the following 
exceptions applied: 
--Scores were 
accompanied with very 
little explanation 
--Explanations were very 
superficial (EX: “they 
were good”, “they were 
funny”) 
--Several presentations 
were not evaluated  

Student did not 
submit notes, or 
the notes 
submitted were so 
incomplete that is 
reflects little to no 
effort to fairly 
evaluate the 
performances. 

 
 
GROUP TOTAL = ________/57 
 
INDEPENDENT TOTAL = _______/54 
 
EXTRA CREDIT: 3 2 1 0 
(You are only elegible for extra credit if you show your video in class at the competition.) 



 

USE OF TERMS EXAMPLES AT GRADE POINTS 
 
3 POINTS: Bunker Hill was a tough fight, the Brits lost men but didn’t lose sight 

Up the hill they fought all day, Without any ammo, the colonists had a bad day 
 

OR 
 

George Washington fought the Brits before, He was a perfect general therefore 
Strategy and experience he had, though early battle losses made him sad 

 
 
 
2 POINTS: Bunker Hill was an important battle place,  

The Americans in loss had a lot of grace 
 

OR 
 

George Washington, a veteran, led the colonial men,  
He knew there’d be battles but wondered where and when 

 
 
 
1 POINT: Bunker Hill was a battle/ simply mentioning Bunker Hill 
 

OR 
 

George Washington was a general/ simply mentioning his name 
 
 
 
0 POINTS: No mention of Bunker Hill or George Washington 
 

 


